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FH pool
to get
$80,000
1IN repairs

By CoREY SHOUN
Press Staff Writer
cshoun@johnsoncitypress.com

Freedom Hall Civic Center’s
swimming pool will soon
receive nearly $80,000 in reno-
vations and maintenance fol-
lowing action Thursday night
by the Johnson City
Commission.

The 35 year-old facility has
received only minimal mainte-
nance over the last decade and
though sweeping renovations
to the entire center are
needed, extensive daily use of
the pool and recent debates
over city aquatics facilities
led the commission to take
action.

City crews will work, and, in
some cases, are already
working, to replace floor tiles,
lockers, shower stalls,
plumbing fixtures, paint, light
fixtures, plaster ceilings and
water fountains over the
course of the next 8 to 10
weeks.

While all five commis-
sioners supported the motion
to approve funding for the
measure, Commissioner Pete
Paduch voiced a desire for the
city to commit to more com-
prehensive improvements at
Freedom Hall.

“I went through there today
and I could not believe what I
saw — what a mess this place
is,” Paduch said. “The staff
needs to give us an explana-
tion of how it ever got like
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this.”

Parks and Recreation Facilities
Manager R. L. Vance said the
dilapidated condition of the
facility 1s a result of the city
simply forgetting that facilities
need regular maintenance rather
than expensive renovations once
a decade.

Vance said that, for the most
part, the pool, which operates
about 185 hours per week, would
be allowed to stay open during
renovation work.

As for the overall renovation of
Freedom Hall, City Manager Pete
Peterson said the architect’s
report is due back later this
month.

“We ought to approve these
measures, but this isn’t the end,”
Darden said. “We've got a budget
process coming up in the spring.”

Vice Mayvor Phil Roe concurred
with Darden and Paduch, saving,
“Freedom Hall is a bigger deal
than just a swimming pool.”

During recent discussions con-
cerning the possibility of funding
a swimming pool addition to plans
for the new Seniors’ Center — the
$2 million project was turned
down by the commission earlier
this month — both Darden and
Peterson floated the idea of
allowing seniors near-exclusive
access to the Freedom Hall pool if
a comprehensive aquatics facility
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Lee Talbert/Johnson City Press
Some renovations have already started at the Freedom
Hall pool where painters were putting a fresh coat of
paint on doors and trim Thursday.

Parks and Recreation Facilities Manager R. L.
Vance said the dilapidated condition of the
facility is a result of the city simply forgetting
that facilities need regular maintenance
rather than expensive renovations once a
decade.
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