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Aquatic center could be important in building downtown

Johnson City should support the efforts of the
East Tennessee Aquatic Alliance in their efforts to
build a multi-use facility. The very positive effect of
an aquatic center on the quality of life of our citi-
zens is justification for the expenditure of public
funds aiding in the effort.

Johnson City is at a new dawn regarding an
enhanced metropolitan plan for the future. This
tyvpe of planning finds its basis in a proper philos-
ophy of sustainable development partnering corpo-
rate, private and public funding.

Recent projects such as the State of Franklin
greenway connecting East Tennessee State
University and downtown Johnson City, the pro-
posed Tweetsie Trail to Elizabethton and a commu-
nity Aquatic Center are signs that we are moving
forward with the best interests of the community as
a whole.

An aquatic center built on the old Burley ware-
house property would link the facility with the
Tweetsie Greenway and ETSU and be a vital com-
ponent in downtown redevelopment. Projects like
these are not a waste of tax monies but rather
investments in the future of our city. They result in
more visitors to Johnson City, good green economic
growth and promotion of the area as a whole as an
appealing place to visit, work and live.

With a connected greenway and trail system, an
aquatic center, restaurants and shops catering to
healthy activities, and places of safe public exercise
and entertainment there would be more incentive to
grab up the family and head downtown, as my
family did in the 'S0s.

DAN REESE
Johnson City

No more taxes for pool

A proposal to spend $16 million on anything is
alarming to me. Besides the refurbished Liberty
Bell pool, there are already other pools in the city.
Why can these not be used? And where is the $16
million going to come from? The county is already
going to raise our taxes for its budget needs.

I'would strongly resent paying more city taxes for
this proposed pool project. Certainly I do not object
to the proposal of an aquatic center if the East
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Tennessee Aquatic Alliance intends to find dona-
tions to fund it.

But for a city of our size, $16 million is a great
deal of tax money, and I strongly object to a tax
burden for such a project.

A.G.JONES
Johnson City

Switching to bikes

This is an open letter to a big country that in
recent vears has upgraded from bicycles to auto-
mobiles.

Dear China: Please send us all your old bicycles.
You must have millions of those boogers in storage.
Please send all you have ASAP because we will soon
be downgrading from automobiles to bicycles here
in this country.

JAN HUGHES
Erwin

Fight against extremism

There are some very good reasons for fighting
[slamist extremism.

1) It killed 3,000 Americans on Sept. 11, not to
mention the hundreds of Americans and others this
radical ideology has cold-bloodedly Killed in the last
30 or so years.

2) Most of the violence is occurring in the area of
the Persian Gulf where a large quantity of the
world’s oil flows. Since the West's economies are
quite dependent on oil, disruption of this flow would
have severe economic consequences.

3) It’s just plain wrong, suppresses human rights
and if allowed to spread will infect moderate
Muslim nations, such as Turkey, which have real-
ized that Islam and government must be separated
and that a secular government is the only type of
government that can protect the rights of the
people.

Since it is largely Islamist extremism that we are
fighting in Iraq, regardless of the name people want
to give it, our withdrawal would have dire conse-
quences for Western democracies and moderate
Arab Islamist states.

We need to stay in Iraq until a moderate state can
be established, regardless of how long that takes.

And while I certainly don't like war, I dislike
Islamist extremism even more than I dislike war.
LARRY DESENVILLE
Roan Mountain

Delegation says thanks

The Christian Peacemaker Teams delegation
would like to thank the greater Jonesborough and
Johnson City communities for your generous and
gracious hospitality during our visit.

We also want to thank the people who met and
shared their knowledge and information with us,
including some faculty and staff of East Tennessee
State University. The Conference on Depleted
Uranium at ETSU was particularly valuable.

We especially want to express our sincere thanks
to the Jackson Park Church of the Brethren for
sharing its facilities and inviting us to stay there.

We appreciated the opportunity to share some of
the information we have learned about the risks
associated with the production and use of nuclear
waste weapons with the local community. We are
concerned about the risks to members of the U.S.
military and National Guard serving in Afghanistan
and Iraq as well as to the Aerojet Ordnance workers
and residents in the Jonesborough area.

CPT intends to return later this year to continue
our work with area residents on this campaign.
Thanks again for your kind Southern hospitality.
CLIFF KINDY
The Christian Peacemaker Team
Depleted Uranium Unit
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